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President:  Donald Trump

US Population: 329,658,139 M

US GDP : $4.746 T

CPI:  252.776

Inflation: 1.52%

Federal spending: $4.746 T

Federal debt: $22.7 T

Median Household Income: $63,688

Unemployment: 4%

First-class stamp: $0.55

US Data

1994

President:  Bill Clinton

US Population: 263.4 M

US GDP: $6,94 B

CPI: 148.200

Inflation: 2.56%

Federal spending: $1.460 T

Federal debt $4,643 T

Median Household Income: $32,264

Unemployment: 6.1%

First-class stamp: $0.29

2019

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics consumer price index, prices in 2019 are 70.56% higher than average prices throughout 

1994. The dollar experienced an average inflation rate of 2.16% per year during this period.  In other words, $815,000 in 1994 is 

equivalent in purchasing power to $1,390,097.44 in 2019, a difference of $575,097.44 over 25 years. 

The 1994 inflation rate was 2.56%. The current inflation rate (2018 to 2019) is now 1.52%1. If this number holds, $815,000 today will 

be equivalent to $827,389.10 next year. 

https://www.officialdata.org/articles/consumer-price-index-since-1913/


Technology – Trends

1994 2019
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)

• Autonomous vehicles and robotics are the two industries that

will see the most rapid developments during 2019. There is

going to be a convergence of Artificial Intelligence, Machine

Learning, and Deep Learning in business applications.

QUANTUM COMPUTING (Supercomputing)

• Will most likely be a cloud service in the near future rather than

on-premise machines.

AUGMENTED REALITY (AR) & VIRTUAL REALITY (VR)

• Virtual Reality is going to open up to innovative industrial

applications that will change how people work and collaborate

across geographies.

GLOBAL INTERNET OF THINGS (IoT) SECURITY BREACH

• It will be paramount for IoT manufacturers and all of their

supply chain to dramatically increase the security in all the

products that come out to market. Manufacturers must

implement a level of security that keeps hackers at bay.

Otherwise, there is a good chance we are going to witness a

global IoT security breach in 2019.

BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY

• To be used by the most innovative corporations as a way to

improve collaboration.

THE WWW/INTERNET WAS BORN!

• The World Wide Web was effectively born this
year when it was announced that anyone could
use the web protocol for free, with no royalties
due.

• Early adopters could get on the web through the
use of a modem at 14,400 or even 28,800 bits per
second without needing access through America
Online!

• Silicon Valley begins to invest in the commercial
possibilities of the Web – including Java and the
formation of Netscape. Java programming
language invented.

• Yahoo founded Jan. 1994

MOBILE PHONES

• Start becoming mainstream but expensive!

FAX MACHINES

• still the popular way to communicate quickly since

email wasn’t yet affordable nor mainstream.



Technology – Mobile Phones

1994

BEST ON THE MARKET  

Ericsson GH337 

• It was the smallest and lightest digital on the 

market…a top end business phone with 

state of the art features.

Less than 10% of Americans had cell phones

Number of subscribers:  24,134,421

2019
ON THE HORIZON FOR THIS YEAR

• Expect a lot of foldable phones

• Device makers and wireless carriers are racing to bring 

the first 5G phones to the market just as networks 

based on the new connectivity standard start coming 

online this year.

• 95% of Americans now own a cellphone of some kind. 

• Those with Smartphones is now 77%.  

• one-in-five American adults are “smartphone-

only” internet users.



• IBM ThinkPad 755CD 

• Price tag: $7,599  (2019 dollars: $12,900)

• First laptop with a built-in CD-ROM drive.  the 

innovation was an important step to wide public 

adoption of laptop computing.

• The initial model - 3.3V Intel 486 DX4 processor 

running at 100MHz

• Weighed over 4 lbs.

• CompactFlash introduced by SanDisk

• 2nd Gen. Intel Pentium Processor introduced 

Technology – Computers

1994 2019

• Lenovo ThinkPad X1 Carbon (6th Gen)

• Price Tag:  $1,341.00

• Ultralight/the ultimate in mobile productivity. 

RapidCharge technology / weighs less than 2.5 lbs.

• Feature: Touchscreen

• Operating system: Windows OS

• Resolution: 1920 x 1080

• Dual USB-C ports (both are Thunderbolt capable) 
Dual USB-A ports HDMI port 

• Replaceable SSD & WiFi card 

• Very fast battery charging 

• Customizable configuration (CPU, RAM, SSD, Screen)



Technology – Computer Specs

1994/1995 2019 Desktop PC
Current minimum specs to ensure the ability to run 

the basic software most end users operate

RAM 8MB minimum at $400 per 4MB

16MB for running Windows95

16 GB or 16,384MB two cents($0.02) per 4MB.

Microsoft announces - Windows 10 will be the final version of 

Windows to be released.

DDR4 RAM

Hard Drive 400-1000 MB

At least 1MB is suggested.

256 GB or larger NVMe SSD drives 

Backup Device - External hard drive and/or USB Flash Drive

Processor 33MHz Quad core 3GHz+ (3000MHz)

(i5, i7 or i9 series Intel processor or equivalent AMD Ryzen)

Video 24-bit accelerated

gives you the ability to see "true color" displays of 

16.7 million colors

192-bit bandwidth/ 192GB/sec memory bandwidth

32-bit displays of 16.7 million colors in 4.3 billion different 

color combinations.

Monitor 14” CRT

Suggested to Spend the extra money to upgrade to 

a 15-inch Super VGA display.

23" widescreen LCD with DisplayPort/HDMI or DVI support 

1920 x 1080 screen

Sound 16-bit sound card 7.1 Audio channels, 24-bit input, 24-bit output sound fabric.

Modem Most have 14.4 bp/s. But 28.8 is suggested for 

“cruising’ the world wide web”

Ethernet cable speeds on fiber at 1 Gigabit per second now 

the norm.

Optical 

Disk

2x CD-Rom Replaced by “cloud storage” platforms (Amazon, Apple 

iCloud)



Yahoo home page comparison

March 1994 2019



Microsoft Interface
1994 – Office 4.0 for Windows 3.11 2019 – Office 2019 and Windows 10

The release includes the standard Office apps 

Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook plus 

servers Exchange, SharePoint, and Skype for 

Business.

• The products best serve customers not already 

using the Office 365 cloud products.

There was one small upgrade for Excel between 

Office 3.0 and Office 4.0 and the same was 

continued in Office 4.0  Instead of Excel 4.0a, it was 

now Excel 4.0.  PowerPoint was the same – 3.0.  The 

major overhaul was MS Word which now had a 

very rich interface focusing on formatting..  Thus, 

Office 4.0 composed of following:  Word 6.0, Excel 

4.0, and PowerPoint 3.0



Technology – Gaming Graphics
1994 2019



Technology – Televisions

1994

2019



Evolution of Famous Logos

1994 2019



Entertainment Highlights
BOX 
OFFICE 
HITS

Ace Ventura – Pet Detective

Guarding Tess

Naked Gun 33 1/2

OSCAR 
WINNERS

Best Picture: Schindler’s List

Best Actor: Tom Hanks (Philadelphia)

Best Actress:  Holly Hunter (The Piano)

#1 Hits The Power of Love (Celine Dion)

The Sign (Ace of Base)

Longest running #1: I’ll Make Love to You (Boyz II 
Men)

GRAMMY 
WINNERS

Song of the Year:  A Whole New World

Best New Artist: Toni Braxton

Album of the Year: Whitney Houston (I Will 

Always love you)

POPULAR 
TV SHOWS

Friends (NBC)

ER (NBC)

Party of Five (FOX)

BOX 
OFFICE 
HITS

How to Train your Dragon: The Hidden World

Tyler Perry’s A Madea Family Funeral

Alita: Battle Angel

Green Book

OSCAR 
WINNERS

Best Picture:  Green Book

Best Actor: Rami Malek (Bohemian Rhapsody)

Best Actress:  Olivia Colman (The Favourite)

#1 Hits Shallow (Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper)

Sucker (Jonas Brothers)

7 Rings (Ariana Grande)

GRAMMY 
WINNERS

Song of the Year: This is America (Donald Glover)

Best New Artist: Dua Lipa

Album of the Year:  Kacey Musgraves (Golden 
Hour)

POPULAR 
TV SHOWS

This is Us (NBC)

Game of Thrones (HBO)

Outlander (Starz)
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Mar 7 8th American Comedy Award: 
Carrot Top

Mar 7 US Navy issues 1st permanent 
order assigning women on combat ship

Mar 7 ANC chief Nelson 
Mandela rejects demand by white 
right-wingers for separate homeland in 
South Africa

Mar 7 The United States Supreme Court 
rules in Campbell v. Acuff-Rose Music, 
Inc. that parodies of an original work 
are generally covered by the doctrine of 
fair use.

Mar 8 20th People's Choice Awards: 
Tom Cruise & Julia Roberts win 
(Dramatic Motion Picture) and Tim 
Allen & Roseanne Arnold win (TV)

Mar 8 US Defense Department 
announces smoking ban in workplaces

Mar 9 IRA launch 1st of 3 mortar 
attacks on London's Heathrow Airport

Mar 12 Church of England ordains 1st 
33 women priests
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Mar 3 Multiple tornadoes tear through Georgia and 
Alabama killing at least 23

Mar 3 SpaceX's Dragon capsule successfully docks 
with the International Space Station during its 
demonstration run

Mar 4 US Democrats announce a wide-ranging 
corruption investigation into President Donald 
Trump

Mar 4 Canadian minister Jane Philpott resigns in 
protest at Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's and the 
government's handling of scandal involving bribes 
from engineering firm SNC-Lavalin

Mar 5 Second-ever person "cured" of HIV after stem 
cell transplant treatment in London, England results 
published in "Nature"

Mar 5 Kylie Jenner is the world's youngest-ever 
billionaire at 21, according to Forbes

Mar 6 US trade deficit rises to 10-year high of $621 
billion

Mar 6 Facebook head Mark Zuckerberg reveals plans 
to turn the social media platform into a more 
"privacy-focused platform“

Mar 6 LeBron James scores his 32,293rd point in the 
2nd quarter of a Lakers' 115-99 loss to Denver in LA 
to pass Michael Jordan into 4th place on the NBA all-
time point scoring list

Mar 7 Chinese telecommunications company 
Huawei sues the US government over a federal ban 
on its products

Key Events/Headlines  – Week of..



1994 overall was an interesting year:

• PADT was founded!

• Lorena Bobbitt was found temporarily insane for “dismembering” her husband

• Tonya Harding pleaded guilty for her involvement in the attack on Nancy

Kerrigan

• Joey Buttafuoco was released from jail

• OJ Simpson lead police in the famous Bronco chase after his estranged wife was

found murdered

• Howard Stern began broadcasting his morning show on the E! Network

• George Foreman won the Heavyweight Title at age 45

• Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis was laid to rest

• Susan Smith lied about a carjacking to cover up a horrible crime

• Kurt Cobain found dead in the garage apartment of his Seattle home

• Michael Jackson married Lisa Marie Presley

• Tiger Woods became youngest golfer and first minority to win the US Amateur

Masters

• United States Military forces sent to the Persian Gulf

• Nelson Mandela was elected President of South Africa after Blacks in South

Africa are granted vote



Professional Sports Highlights

1993 - March 1994

1994 Super Bowl - Cowboys 
(vs. Bills) 

1993 World Series - Canceled due 
to strike 

1993 NBA Championship - Bulls
(vs Suns) 

1993 Stanley Cup - Canadiens
(vs. Kings) 

Heisman Trophy - Rashaan 
Salaam (U of Colorado)

2018 – March 2019

2019 Super Bowl - Patriots
(vs Rams)

2018 World Series - Red Sox 
(vs Dodgers)

2018 NBA Championship -
Warriors (vs. Cavaliers) 

2018 Stanley Cup - Capitals
(vs Vegas Knights’ – their first season!)

Heisman Trophy - Kyler Murray                         
(OK Sooners)



Popular Passenger Cars

1994

Ford Taurus

Honda Accord 

Ford Escort 

Toyota Camry 

Saturn 

Honda Civic 

Pontiac Grand Am 

Chev. 
Corsica/Beretta 

Toyota Corolla 

Chevrolet Cavalier

2019

Toyota Corolla

Toyota Camry

Honda Civic

Honda Accord

Nissan Sentra

Nissan Altima

Hyundai Elantra

Kia Soul

Nissan Versa

VW Jetta
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